All Things New - Relationships  
“Broken Lives Give Birth To Broken Relationships.  

Jesus Came To Fix Both!”
Sunday, January 15, 2012 

17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
– II Corinthians 5:17
OPENING THOUGHTS: Final thoughts on broken and restored creation… (Romans 8:19-22; Isaiah 11:6-9; Revelation 5:13).  ‘All creatures of our God and King will sing in harmony to God on that Day!  (‘Case For The Creator’ class tonight at 6 pm).
I. Defining  BROKEN  lives. 
· Listen to the text of “Restoring Broken Things”, p. 104
· Nowhere, in all of creation, do we find more evidence of ‘brokenness’ than in human lives and relationships!

II. We are either building  BRIDGES  or  WALLS .  (II Corinthians 5:16-21)  
· Listen to Terry Tanton as he reads the from the Word of the Lord.

· We are called to INITIATE peace.

· Why do bad things happen?  Sometimes we can blame it on the Fallen world.  But God uses the Fallen World to fix OUR OWN brokenness.  Like a doctor setting a bone.  God never wastes a hurt.  Sometimes, it hurts to be healed.  
III. Broken lives, if left broken, lead to broken  RELATIONSHIPS . (Matthew 5:21-22, I John 3:15)
· Cain and Abel

· Racism then and now; from Jonah (running from reconciliation) to MLK in April 1968
· Locally and recently

· 1955 – Mincaye (Aucan or Waodoni tribe) and Steve Saint
CONCLUSION: Can seeds of hate exist even here, IN CHURCH?  (My first funeral; heart breaking story).  Are there seeds of hate (murder) growing in your heart?  Are you building BRIDGES or WALLS today?
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