I’m Offended!  
“Living Free From The Deadly Trap Of Offense”
Sunday, February 19, 2012 

19 “An offended brother is more unyielding than a fortified city, 
   and disputes are like the barred gates of a citadel.”
– Proverbs 18:19
OPENING THOUGHTS: This series is about FREEDOM! Look at one testimony on page 12.  Jesus desires to set us FREE from the traps of the enemy (John 8:36).  Don’t be deceived into thinking our vertical relationship with God can be right when our horizontal walk with Him is broken.  Look at Matthew 5:23-24; Matthew 24:10; I John 3:15…  
I. Many, Many, Many, Many… (Matthew 24:10-13 KJV)
· The love of many grows COLD.  What kind of love? 
· AGAPE not PHILEO

· Where can I get that kind of love?  Christ Jesus ALONE.

· Like the Sea of Galilee, freely we receive, freely we give.  (Matthew 10:8)  Alternative?  The Death of receiving ONLY.

II. Great Expectations set the stage for Great Disappointments and Hurts.
· The more you expect, the greater potential for offense.

· Look at the comparison of the two… Matthew 5:44-47
· Sow AGAPE (spirit), eventual Reap AGAPE. (Galatians 6:8-9)

· It takes TIME!

III. Walls of Protection or Prison Bars? (Proverbs 18:19)
· A late night visit in Cali
· The about ‘shut-ins’ or ‘accident victims’.  Observation.

· AGAPE – The Saw & the Branch

· Consider these ‘Laws of Love’ – I Corinthians 6:7, Philippians 2:3, I Peter 2:21-23)

WHAT NOW? (LIFE APPLICATION): If Jesus is LORD of ALL, will you trust Him today with your hurt?  Will you ask Him for an infilling of the AGAPE LOVE that ONLY He can give?  The altars are open… 
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